
Backdrop: The Euphrates River 
The Great River 

 
Opening Discussion: 
1. What stories in your life come to mind when you think of rivers? 
2. Why are rivers important to 21st century culture? 
3. What was the importance of rivers in the ancient world? 
4. When you hear about the Euphrates River, what comes to mind? 
 

The Euphrates River marks the _______________ and _______________ boundaries of God’s 

covenant with His people. 

 
1. The Euphrates River and the _______________ _______________ 
A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. The name 
of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Havilah . . . The name of 
the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. And the name 
of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
Genesis 2:10-14 
 
The Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” Genesis 15:18 
 
From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. Joshua 1:4 
 

 
 
So Jacob arose . . . to go to the land of Canaan to his father Isaac . . . He fled with all that he had and 
arose and crossed the Euphrates. Genesis 31:17-18, 21 
 
Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates to the land of the Philistines and to the 
border of Egypt. They brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life. 1 Kings 4:21 
 
 
 
 



2. The Euphrates River and the _______________ 
Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and 
they served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through 
all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. Joshua 24:2-3 
 
Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 
Joshua 24:14 
 
I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province 
Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah. Ezra 2:7 
 
“And I, Artaxerxes the king, make a decree to all the treasurers in the province Beyond the River: 
Whatever Ezra the priest . . . requires of you, let it be done with all diligence. Ezra 7:21 
 
In that day the Lord will shave with a razor that is hired beyond the River—with the king of Assyria—
the head and the hair of the feet, and it will sweep away the beard also. Isaiah 7:20 
 
Therefore, behold, the Lord is bringing up against them the waters of the River, mighty and many, the 
king of Assyria and all his glory. And it will rise over all its channels and go over all its banks.  
Isaiah 8:7  
 
Jeremiah wrote in a book all the disaster that should come upon Babylon, all these words that are 
written concerning Babylon. And Jeremiah said to Seraiah: “When you come to Babylon, see that you 
read all these words . . . When you finish reading this book, tie a stone to it and cast it into the midst 
of the Euphrates, and say, ‘Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no more, because of the disaster that I am 
bringing upon her.’” Jeremiah 51:60-64 
 
3. The Euphrates River and the _______________ _______________ 
Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar 
before God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound 
at the great river Euphrates.” So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the 
month, and the year, were released to kill a third of mankind. The number of mounted troops was 
twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their number. And this is how I saw the horses in my 
vision and those who rode them: they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, 
and the heads of the horses were like lions’ heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their 
mouths. By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur 
coming out of their mouths. For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their 
tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they wound. Revelation 9:13-19 
 
The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to 
prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and 
out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like 
frogs. For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, 
to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. Revelation 16:12-14 
 
Fill in the Blank Answers: 
The Euphrates River marks the geographical and spiritual boundaries of God’s covenant with His 
people. 
1. Promised Land 
2. nations 
3. end times 


